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Programming 
The  fourth  Community  Meeting  for  the  Cemetery  Master  Plan  project  is  
coming  up,  and  consultant  Steph  McDougal  will  be  on-‐‑hand  to  present  a  
draft  concept  for  determining  what  types  of  educational  and/or  
recreational  programs  should  be  allowed  in  Austin’s  municipal  
cemeteries.  For  the  past  several  months,  citizens  have  provided  feedback  
on  this  issue  through  stakeholder  interviews,  public  meetings,  and  the  
current  SpeakUpAustin!  community  survey.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  
has  provided  input!  Common  threads  running  through  much  of  the  
feedback  received  include  support  for  quiet  individual  activities  that  are  
unlikely  to  disrupt  a  peaceful  atmosphere,  as  well  as  group  activities  that  
focus  on  education  and  history  and  are  conducted  in  a  respectful  way.  To  
learn  more,  please  plan  to  join  us  on  November  3.  

Next Meeting 
Monday,  November  3,  2014  
6:00  –  8:00  p.m.  
Zilker  Botanical  Gardens  
2220  Barton  Springs  Road,  Austin  

FIVE HISTORIC CEMETERIES. 
FIVE TEAM PARTNERS. 

FIVE COMMUNITY MEETINGS. 
HUNDREDS OF STAKEHOLDERS. 

ONE MASTER PLAN. 
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Bird  watchers,  get  out  your  
notebooks.  Austin’s  municipal  
cemeteries,  particularly  Oakwood  
and  Oakwood  Annex,  are  well-‐‑
known  birding  spots.    
The  city  is  located  on  North  
America’s  Central  Flyway,  one  of  
four  major  migration  routes  used  
by  birds  all  year  long,  although  
primarily  in  the  spring  and  fall.  
Large  trees,  such  as  those  found  
in  and  around  Austin’s  

cemeteries,  may  provide  attractive  
resting  places  for  migratory  
species,  particularly  in  the  
springtime.    

Across  the  United  States,  many  
cemeteries  welcome  birding  
enthusiasts,  whose  hobby  tends  to  
require  quiet  observation  by  
individuals  rather  than  noisy  
groups.  

Birders  who  would  like  to  visit  
cemeteries  are  encouraged  to  use    

common  sense  and  courtesy.  For  
example:  

❀  Park  in  designated  parking  
areas  or  on  roadways,  rather  than  
pulling  off  into  the  grass.  Do  not  
park  so  as  to  block  funeral  
processions.  

❀  Do  not  use  grave  markers  as  
tables  or  chairs.  

❀  Move  away  from  funeral  
services;  give  mourners  and  
visitors  space  and  privacy.  

The  SpeakUp  Austin!  website  
provides  a  way  for  the  City  of  
Austin  to  gather  feedback  from  
citizens.  Now  through  November  1,  
two  cemetery-‐‑related  surveys  are  
available  for  your  input.    
  
The  first  survey,  “Potential  
Programming  in  City  Cemeteries”,  
seeks  to  learn  more  about  whether    

and  how  the  Austin  community  
currently  interacts  with  the  five  
historic,  municipal  cemeteries.    

The  second  survey,  “Burial  
Options”,  seeks  to  learn  about  
Austin  residents’  opinions  about  
the  many  interment  options  that  
are  available  today,  including  
cremation  and  green  burial.    

Don’t Forget to Speak Up, Austin! 

Birds of a Feather 
Cemeteries can provide good places to see  

feathered friends in the city 

Click  on  over  to  
speakupaustin.org/surveys    

to  participate!  
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Many  citizens  who  are  concerned  
about  the  care  and  maintenance  of  
grave  markers,  particularly  those  
that  have  tilted  or  fallen  or  which  
have  experienced  damage  or  
deterioration,  believe  that  
“perpetual  care”  includes  
resetting  grave  markers.    

That  is  not  the  case,  although  
Texas  laws  do  govern  who  is  
responsible  for  this  activity.    

Perpetual  care  cemeteries  have  
established  a  permanent  fund  for  
maintenance.  A  portion  of  the  sale  
of  each  grave  plot  is  placed  into  
the  perpetual  care  fund;  in  theory,  
enough  money  should  be  in  the  
fund  so  that  the  interest  income  
that  it  generates.    

Perpetual  care  cemeteries  are  
regulated  by  the  Texas  
Department  of  Banking.  It  is  
important  to  note  that  “perpetual  
care”  as  defined  by  Texas  law  
refers  only  to  the  maintenance  of  
the  cemetery  grounds  and  
mausoleums,  not  grave  markers.  
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The  maintenance  of  grave  markers  
is  not  required  or  regulated  by  the  
State  as  part  of  the  laws  regarding  
perpetual  care.    

However,  the  Texas  statute  
governing  perpetual  care  
cemeteries  does  not  apply  to  
cemeteries  owned  by  the  state  or  a  
city  or  county.  Those  non-‐‑
perpetual  care  cemeteries  are  
regulated  instead  by  the  Texas  
Funeral  Service  Commission.    

The  laws  enforced  by  that  agency  
state  that  a  municipality  must  
maintain  a  public  cemetery  “in  a  
condition  that  does  not  endanger  
the  public’s  health,  comfort,  safety,  
or  welfare.”  This  includes  leveling  
or  straightening  (but  not  repairing)  
markers  or  monuments.  

Because  of  the  large  number  of  
markers  in  Austin’s  municipal  
cemeteries  that  potentially  could  be  
reset,  the  Cemetery  Master  Plan  
team  is  developing  criteria  for  
prioritizing  the  resetting  of  grave  
markers,  with  the  highest  priority  
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based  on  an  imminent  threat  to  
public  safety  –  the  likelihood  that  
a  marker  could  fall  on  a  person.    

The  law  also  stipulates  that  a  city  
may  accept  a  donation,  of  an  
amount  set  by  the  city  to  be  held  
in  trust,  that  would  fund  the  
perpetual  care  of  a  grave  or  burial  

lot,  including  a  family  plot,  to  
keep  it  in  “first  class  condition”.  
The  City  of  Austin  does  not  have  
a  way  to  do  that  today,  but  that  
could  be  something  to  consider.  

In  the  meantime,  the  Cemetery  
Master  Plan  team  continues  to  
investigate  different  approaches  
for  dealing  with  this  issue.    
Stay  tuned!  

What’s required for 
Perpetual Care?  

“Perpetual care” doesn’t apply to 
markers or monuments. So who is 

responsible for resetting gravestones, 
and which markers have to be reset? 

Let’s look at the applicable laws.  
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Over  the  past  decade,  sustainable  development  —  
humans  living  in  productive  harmony  with  our  natural  
environment  —  has  become  a  goal  for  many  cities,  
including  Austin.  Here  are  some  ways  in  which  
cemeteries  can  support  a  sustainable  community.  

1.  Landscape  management  and  design  

Sustainable  landscape  designs  incorporate  plantings  
and  landscape  elements  that  minimize  the  need  for  
watering  and  chemical  fertilizers,  especially  important  
in  Central  Texas.    

2.  Soil  and  water  quality  

Due  to  the  breakdown  of  burial  vaults  over  time,  
chemicals  used  to  embalm  or  preserve  the  bodies  of  the  
deceased  can  leach  into  soil  or  nearby  water  sources.  
Chemical-‐‑free  and/or  non-‐‑toxic  burial  options  can    
minimize  pollution  and  prevent  such  contamination.    

3.  Wildlife  habitat  conservation  and  diversification  

Mount  Hope  Cemetery  in  Rochester,  New  York,  was  
established  in  1838  as  America’s  first  municipal  
Victorian  cemetery.  Today,  it  is  a  certified  wildlife  
habitat  that  supports  a  wide  variety  of  animal,  bird,  
and  insect  species.  Plants  provide  food  sources  and  
shelter;  water  sources  include  both  a  natural  spring  
and  a  fountain;  and  volunteers  have  added  (and  

Cemetery Sustainability 

Contact Information for City Officials 
Mayor  and  City  Council  
Austin  City  Hall    
301  W.  Second  St.  Second  Floor  
Austin,  TX  78701    

Mayor  Lee  Leffingwell  

City  Council  Members:  
Sheryl  Cole,  mayor  pro  tem  
Mike  Martinez  
Laura  Morrison  
Chris  Riley  
Bill  Spelman  
Kathie  Tovo  

Office  of  the  City  Manager    
P.  O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  TX  78767  
512-‐‑974-‐‑2200      

City  Manager  Marc  Ott  

Deputy  City  Manager    
Michael  McDonald  

Assistant  City  Managers:  
Rey  Arellano  
Robert  Goode  
Sue  Edwards  
Bert  Lumbreras  
Anthony  Snipes  

Parks  and  Recreation  Department  
P.  O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  TX  78767  
512-‐‑974-‐‑9467  

Director  Sara  Hensley  

Assistant  Directors:  
Kimberly  McNeeley  
Cora  Wright  
  
Project  Coordinator    
Kim  McKnight  
  
Cemetery  Manager  
Gilbert  Hernandez  
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continue  to  manage)  bluebird  boxes  and  nesting  
boxes  for  owls.  

4.  Reduced  use  of  resources  

According  to  author  Mark  Harris,  “Each  year,  
we  divert  enough  metal  to  construction  of  
caskets  and  lining  of  some  burial  vaults  to  
completely  rebuild  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  and  
enough  concrete  for  burial  vaults  to  create  a  two-‐‑
lane  highway  running  halfway  across  the  
country,  all  for  a  short  period  of  preservation.”  
Harris,  who  promotes  natural  burial  options,  
notes  that  sustainable  cemetery  and  burial  
practices  save  money  for  both  families  and  cities.  
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The City of Austin is 
proud to comply with 

the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

If  you  require  assistance  for  
participation  in  our  programs  
or  use  of  our  facilities,  please  

call  (512)  974-‐‑9478.  

Our Mission 
The  purpose  of  the  Parks  and  
Recreation  Department  is  to  
provide,  protect,  and  preserve    
a  park  system  that  promotes  
quality  recreational,  cultural,  
and  outdoor  experiences  for  

the  Austin  community.    

We Want You! 
to Participate in the  
Master Plan Process 

In  order  for  this  project  to  be  successful,  it  needs  to  be  inclusive  
and  representative  of  the  Austin  community.  You  can  help  and  
make  your  voice  heard.  Here’s  how:  

❀    Attend  one  or  more  community  meetings.  The  meetings  are  
being  held  in  various  locations  around  the  city  and  on  different  
days  and  times,  so  that  as  many  people  as  possible  can  attend.  
The  next  one  will  take  place  on  Monday,  November  3,  2014  from  
6:00  –  8:00  p.m.  at  the  Zilker  Botanical  Gardens,  2220  Barton  
Springs  Road.    

❀    Sign  up  to  receive  this  newsletter  via  email,  or  look  for  it  at  
your  local  library,  community  center,  or  senior  center.  Share  it  
with  your  friends  and  neighbors.  

❀    Sign  up  for  the  Austin  Cemetery  Master  Plan  email  list  to  get  
up-‐‑to-‐‑the-‐‑minute  information  right  in  your  inbox.  To  subscribe,  
send  an  email  to  Kim.McKnight@AustinTexas.gov.  

❀    Participate  in  Speak  Up  Austin!  Surveys,  online  now!  

❀    Visit  the  Austin  Cemetery  Master  Plan  website  at  
http://www.austintexas.gov/department/cemetery-‐‑master-‐‑plan  

❀    Share  your  input  and  feedback  with  Kim  McKnight  (PARD  
Project  Coordinator):    

• Email  kim.mcknight@austintexas.gov  
• Call  512-‐‑974-‐‑9478    
• Send  a  letter  to  PARD,  Attn:  Kim  McKnight,    

P.O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  Texas  78767-‐‑1088  

❀    Call  the  Austin  3-‐‑1-‐‑1  line  and  share  your  opinions.  
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